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MIMBRE, THE FEMALE-LED ACROBATIC THEATRE COMPANY, AWARDED OVER £159,000 TO EXPAND CIRCUS AUDIENCES

NEW GROUND BREAKING SHOW THE EXPLODED CIRCUS NOW CONFIRMED FOR 2018
6th July 2017: Mimbre are proud to confirm they have been awarded £159,680 by the Arts Council to build new audiences for mid-scale contemporary circus. The project which begins imminently aims to increase and diversify audiences for modern-day circus, culminating in the production and tour of Mimbre’s all-female circus show The Exploded Circus. 

The project will be delivered in collaboration with seven presenting partners and will run for 18 months beginning with performances of Mimbre’s existing show, If I could I would, and a programme of audience development activity including workshops, masterclasses, outreach and online activity. 

The brand new show, The Exploded Circus, will be an all-female contemporary circus production with a highly physical and visual narrative that uses the scene of a devastated circus and its performers as an allegory to explore what we perceive as society and how we might rebuild it were our world to collapse. 
The Exploded Circus will tour in 2018, coinciding with the 250th anniversary of circus. 

Lina Johansson, Mimbre’s Joint Artistic Director, said: “The audience is always at the heart of Mimbre's work and I am really pleased to have this recognised by Arts Council England through this grant. The funding will enable us to fully realise our new project The Exploded Circus and its production feels very timely as it connects with current questions around change, belonging and society. With a feeling that the world around us is on the cusp of big changes, I want to create a performance which reflects on this in a microcosm and gives the audience a chance to think about it anew.”

Celine McKillion, Project Manager for Imagine Watford and Luton, said: “Mimbre were a huge hit when they performed as part of our outdoor arts festivals in 2017, attracting large audiences and an overwhelmingly positive response. We are really excited to build on this next year with an engaging outreach programme alongside The Exploded Circus as the highlight show in our 2018 programme.“ “

Project partners include Imagine Luton, Imagine Watford, Worthing Theatres, Brewhouse Arts Centre Burton upon Trent, Lancaster Arts, Merchant City Festival Glasgow, Aerial Edge circus school Glasgow, Next Generation Youth Theatre Luton. 
ENDS 
Notes to editors
Mimbre create nuanced, breathtaking and highly-skilled acrobatic theatre. We use movement, high physicality, and circus innovatively as a physical language to illuminate human connections and promote a positive image of women. Formed in 1999 and female-led, the creative and performance pedigree of Mimbre’s Artistic Directors Lina Johansson and Silvia Fratelli have earned the company a notable reputation for innovation and creativity. 

Arts Council England’s Strategic Touring Programme funds touring work, focusing especially on areas where people have low engagement with the arts and those that rely on touring for much of their arts provision. It also seeks to extend the reach of high-quality work by broadening the range of venues presenting it, as well as forging stronger relationships between audiences, promoters, venues, artists and producers. 

The Exploded Circus is an all-female contemporary circus production. With a beautiful, immersive set-design inspired by art-works such as Cornelia Parker’s Exploding Shed and Ori Gersht photographs Time after time, the audience will enter a world where the moment of an explosion had been frozen in time, the remnants of the circus caught in mid-air – with everything from the circus ring, sequins, and fair-ground horses suspended above the ground. The Exploded Circus deals with the questions of: “If we had a chance to redo what we think of as civilization, what would we change, what would we keep, could we make something better?”

Lina Johansson is Mimbre’s Joint Artistic Director, who as well as directing for Mimbre has been expanding the theatrical possibilities of circus, movement and high physicality in collaborations with theatre and dance directors such as Michael Boyd, Nigel Jamiesson, Rob Tannion and Struan Leslie. In 2016 Lina Johansson directed Wondrous Strange, commissioned by the Royal Shakespeare Company; worked as Associate Director for National Theatre of Wales and Wales Millennium Centre on the City of the Unexpected in Cardiff as well as choreographing for Eugene Onegin at Garsington Opera. 

For more information contact Mimbre’s Executive Director Lissy Lovett on:
lissy@mimbre.o.uk / 020 7613 1068 / 07931 353531

www.mimbre.co.uk
www.facebook.com/mimbreacro

@mimbre_acrobats

www.instagram.com/mimbreacrobats/
